
Welcome to 
LITERACY EVENING

‘Writing is the painting of the voice’ by Voltaire

‘WORDS CHANGE WORLDS’  @PamAllyn‘
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Target Students /Priority Learners
● Based on data from last year this year we are focussing on boys who 

were below National Standards. They  are our Target Students/priority 
learners

● Teachers are using deliberate strategies to accelerate the performance 
of these students to reduce the disparity between boys and girls’ 
writing

● Students who are at risk of not being at National Standard at the end of 
the year are our priority learners too. 
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Strategic Aim 2017- Ensure high levels of students achievement 
in Writing across the school
Writing Target

By the end of 2017, we shall have targeted boys’ achievement in writing through the 
areas of ideas and organisation , so that the disparity between the boys and girls 
achieving at or above National Standard decreases. 
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Written Language in Junior School
● Daily Explicit Oral Language Programme
● Students must talk in sentences so they can write in sentences
● http://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students -need s/Effective-Literacy-Practice-Years-1-4/Approaches-to -teaching-writing/Writing-Video-Clip-2

● Writing is not about quantity but quality (recrafting)
● Create a love of writing- write using meaningful experiences and ignite their love 

of writing!
● Shared Writing, Guided Writing, Mirrored Writing and Teacher Modelling
● Students write every day
● Students write for different purposes such as recounts, descriptions, narratives, 

reports, instructions or persuasive writing
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Writing Techniques Used
Techniques used for writing a recount are:
● Show don’t tell 
● Moment in Time (Not writing about the whole experience but only the part you 

enjoyed the most)
● Using Senses such as ‘In winter I can see, I can feel, I can smell, I can taste, I can 

hear

Student Conferencing is an essential part of the Writing programme
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Writing Steps
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Giving Feedback to children about their Writing
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Phonics
Scientific studies have shown that explicit, systematic phonics teaching is the most 
effective way to teach children to read, write and spell words.

Phonics - the sounds made by individual letters or letter groups e.g. letter “c” says k
- merging separate sounds together to make a word e.g. k-a-t says “cat”

Jolly phonics phase 1 and 2
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Phonics
Why teach phonics?
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Phonics
● After teaching the initial letter sounds, the lessons progress to blending the sounds,  

such as “b”and “r”  make “br”  (cr , dr, fr, sw, pl, etc.)Blends songs
● The next stage involves digraphs, such as  ph, wh, ch, sh, where the two letters 

blended together make a new sound.Digraphs
● Dipthongs such as  ai, oi, ou,  where two vowels sounds combine to make one 

vowel sound.Digraphs and dipthongs Jolly phonics phase 3
● Word families  e.g.  pack, back, sack   Word families
● specific rules are taught such as the magic “e” in side, made, rope and “when two 

vowels go walking,  sometimes the first vowel does the talking” e.g. toe, rain, 
When two vowels go walking
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Elements of Writing
Student writing is assessed against 7 elements and these are:
● Ideas - Are they relevant, engaging and well elaborated
● Structure- Purpose of writing- recount, narrative or description
● Organisation- Are the ideas linked together, does the text flow
● Sentences- quality, effectiveness and correctness of sentences- tense
● Vocabulary- words chosen appropriate to topic, descriptive, expressive, range of 

words
● Punctuation- Full stops, capital letters, comma, question mark etc
● Spelling- Everyday words and topic specific words, letter sounds
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Curriculum Levels
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National Standards
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Writing  within  Curriculum  level  1 Writing  at  level  1 Working  towards  level  2

After  1  year  at  school  students  
will  be  learning  to:
● Use  drawing,  talking  or  
words  to  plan  their  writing

● Link  their  story  to  their  
everyday  experiences

● Use  many  words  they  know  
from  their  reading

After  2  years  at  school  :
● Write  stories  for  different  
purposes

● Use  full  stops  and  capital  
letters  

● Spell  many  words  correctly  
and  write  new  words  using  
their  knowledge  about  
similar  words

● Write  longer  sentences  by  
joining  them  with  ‘like’  or  
‘and’

After  3  years  at  school:
● Think  about,  record  and  
communicate  experiences,  
ideas  and  information

● Organise- using  beginning,  
middle  and  end

● Write  sentences  using  
different  beginnings  and  
lengths

● Use  topic  specific  words
● Use  punctuation
● Correct  spelling  and  use  of  
letter  sounds  for  unknown  
words



Examples of Writing
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Examples of Writing
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Perceptions/Myths about Writing
●Writing is not about handwriting
● A long story is not necessarily a good story
● Ideas play an important part in a story, they must flow
● Neatness is not necessarily an indicator of good writing
● It is about student voice - the message in the story is the key element
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How parents can help at home?
● Make writing fun- use i-pad, computers, paints, coloured pencils, make photo 

books, write lists, journals, e-mails
● Write with them- model for them, do word games, display/share their writing, use 

magnetic letters on the fridge and make words with these
● Give them reasons to write- making cards, write post cards, shopping lists, write 

recipes, keep a diary, write labels
● Invitation cards, journal, write about games
● You can help at home by giving your children lots of experiences at home even if 

it is just cooking, playing games, gardening. In the holidays try simple ideas eg a 
walk in the rain, a forest walk, a bike ride, climb a Pohutakawa tree, make a hut, 
make a snail house, go fishing, climb Pigeon Mountain.
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How parents can help at home?
● Parents can model how they use writing at home. Oral language is vital- encourage your child to use their 

senses, talk with them and help them do a brainstorm. Try a pic-collage and email it to their teacher
● Starting in Year 1 children love to race the clock at school, writing known words. At  home begin with the 

magenta words and write them every day. Think of places your child could do this? Eg with wet chalk, 
shells at the beach,  on a misty window. Aim for 50 -100 words by the end of this year. Help children 
generate rhyming words and use word endings. Build a bank of known words.

● In Year 2 this is a great activity..how many words can they write in 10 minutes? This is also a part of their 
6 Year Net assessment.

● In Year 3 children are writing on google docs and can continue writing  They recraft their writing. The 
teacher uses meaningful motivational experiences. They love to investigate topics and their report writing  
can be shared with their teacher, grandparents, and also family in other countries.

● One of the most powerful ways to teach writing is write to an audience. Comment on your child’s writing 
and ask family also to do this in writing!

Pigeon Mountain Primary School



Any Questions?


